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OF THIS LAND, FOR ITS PEOPLE

Census records 12% drop
in Sikkimese farmers

Nearly fifty percent of State population engaged in economic activity

Kazi Sherpa scales
Mt Everest for second time

Four accused in
Madan Tamang

murder case
granted bail

OUR CORRESPONDENT
DARJEELING, May 18: Four
out of five persons recently ar-
rested in All India Gorkha
League (AIGL) president
Madan Tamang murder case was
today granted by a lower court
here today. Sixteen accused per-
sons are still absconding in the
brutal murder case of 2009.

The District & Sessions
Judge granted bail to Puran
Thami, Keshab Pokhrel, Alok
Kantamani Thulung and Kis-
mat Chettri who had been ar-
rested by CBI on February 15.
However, they will have to re-
main in the correctional home
due to pending cases related
with the Gorkha Janmukti
Morcha’s agitation.

Legal counsel Seshmani
Gurung informed that the four
persons would have to appear
before the CBI investigation of-
ficer or at the local police station
in his absence once a fortnight.
They will also not be able to leave
Darjeeling, said the lawyer.

Asked about the other pend-
ing cases against the four, Gurung
informed sixteen different cases
are registered against them for hold-
ing gheraos and rallies. They have
received bail in some cases and
hopefully, they will also get bails
for the remaining cases by coming
Tuesday, said Gurung.

The court is expected to
give decisions against the fifth
accused, Dinesh Gurung, on
Monday. Thirty persons have
been named in the chargsheet
filed by the West Bengal CID
Police and among them, six-
teen are absconding.

SU organizes talk on ‘Constitutional Vision of Just Society’

Sikkim Workforce : 3,08,138
Cultivators : 1,17,401

(Decadal decrease 12 percent)
Other Workers : 1,59,608 (Decadal growth 10 percent)
Agricultural Workers : 25,986 (Decadal growth 2 percent)
Household industry : 5,143 (Stagnant)
workers

STAFF REPORTER

GANGTOK, May 18: Near-
ly fifty percent of Sikkim’s
population was recorded as
engaged in economically pro-
ductive activity by Census
2011 giving Sikkim the sec-
ond highest work participatory
rate in the nation.

There were 3.08 lakh
workers enumerated in Sikkim
as of March 31, 2011. Among
them, 77,741 persons are mar-
ginal workers engaged in eco-
nomic activity for three to six
months.

Work has been defined by
the Census as participation in
any economically productive
activity with or without com-
pensation, wages or profit. It

involves not only actual work
but also includes effective su-
pervision and direction of
work. It also considers part-
time help or unpaid work on
farm, family enterprise or in
any other economic activity.

The Census 2011 also
records a 12 percent drop in
the numbers of cultivators in
Sikkim in past one decade.
Cultivators are those persons
who possess their own land for

agricultural activities. The Cen-
sus list 1,17,401 cultivators in
Sikkim who represent almost
half of State’s working popu-
lation. South and West districts
have maximum cultivators in
the State.

The drop in cultivators of
Sikkimese workforce is com-
pensated by ten percent in-
crease in ‘other workers cate-
gory’ which includes State and
Central government services.

There are 1,59,608 persons in
Sikkim listed in ‘other work-
ers’ category and represents
51.8 percent of workers in the
State. The State government
constitute one-third of ‘other
workers’ population with over
50,000 persons enrolled as
regular and casual employees.

Census 2011 reveals a
marginal increase of 2 percent
in agricultural workers in Sik-
kim. These workers are those
who do not have their own land
but are hired to work in hold-
ings of other people. There are
25,986 agricultural workers in
Sikkim.

Household industry here
remained stagnant at 1.7
percent engaging only 5,143
workers.

Today’s weather
Max. Temperature : 19o C

Min. Temperature : 14o C

 Weather : Thunderstorm
with rain
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GANGTOK, May 18: Kazi
Sherpa has become the first
double Everester from Sikkim
after scaling the world’s high-
est peak for the second time.
He reached the Everest sum-
mit today at 5.15 am through
South Col (Nepal) route along
with five other Northeastern
climbers.

“It is an amazing feat for
Sikkim mountaineering. No
one has so far climbed Mt Ever-
est for second time in consec-
utive years”, said GT Bhutia,
director of Indian Himalayan
Centre for Adventure & Eco-
Tourism (IHCAE).

Kazi, 46 years, is an offic-
er-on-special duty of IHCAE
located at Chemchey in South
Sikkim. He had scaled Mt Ever-
est for the first time on May
19 last year.

This time, Kazi is a mem-
ber of the first Northeast expe-
dition executed under the lead-
ership of Manipur Mountain-

eering & Trekking Association
and funded by North East Coun-
cil.  The expedition was flagged
off by President Pranab
Mukherjee on March 20.

Those who scaled Mt
Everest today included Anshu
Jamshenpa of Arunachal
Pradesh,  N Chingkheinganba
of Manipur,  David Zohman-
gaiha of Mizoram, Tarun
Saikia of Assam and  Wang-
suk Myrthong of Meghalaya.
Three expedition members -
Anand Gurung from Sikkim,
Bidyapati of Manipur and
Nima Lama of Arunachal
Pradesh- had reached the sum-
mit yesterday.

The team is now heading
back to the base camp.

“I offered prayers to God
for his well being. I am so hap-
py that he has once again made
the State and country proud”,
said Kazi’s wife Dawkit.

Kazi Sherpa

STAFF REPORTER

GANGTOK, May 18: A spe-
cial talk on ‘Constitutional Vi-
sion of Just Society’ was or-
ganized by Sikkim University

here at Namgyal Institute of
Tibetology (NIT). The special
talk was delivered by jurist and
constitutional expert Prof MP
Singh who is also the director
of Delhi Judicial Academy.

Sikkim High Court Judge
Justice SP Wangdi attended the
function as its chief guest. In
his address, he highlighted
different aspects of Indian law
and constitution. He also
spoke on legal cases relevant
to the day’s topic.

In his talk, Prof Singh
mentioned that quest on im-
portant insights on Indian
Constitution study is increas-
ing. People have different anal-
ysis on politics and policies
but in one context, both are
same and it works for public
interest, he said. He further
observed that everyone must
have respect for justice of so-
ciety otherwise its dignity
would be lost.

Prof Singh pointed out
Indian society have practices
of inequality which is the
major drawback of society for
justice. Society needs to re-
spect every individual’s dig-
nity otherwise we cannot have

the society as envisioned by
the framers of our constitu-
tion, he added.

In his welcome address,
Sikkim University vice
chancellor Prof TB Subba in-
formed that the university has
organized for the first time a
special lecture related with so-
ciety. This will help students
of Law department to enlight-
en the society on the Indian
Constitution, he said. He

Contd. on page 6

‘Li will get
chance to

explain incursion
to Manmohan’

NEW DELHI, May 18
(IANS): The recent incursion
by Chinese troops cast a “pret-
ty dark shadow” on India-Chi-
na relations, but the issue was
handled “maturely” by both and
probably Chinese Premier Li
Keqiang will “get a chance to
explain why, what happened”
during his talks with Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
sources said Saturday.

The shadow of the 20-day
boundary stand-off, caused by
the April 15 incursion of Chi-
nese troops 19 km inside Indi-
an territory on the Line of Ac-
tual Control, has “not complete-
ly gone”, but the Chinese have
“begun the effort to explain
what happened”, said an in-
formed source here Saturday.

Li’s request to visit India
had been conveyed in Durban
where Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh had met President
Xi Jinping on the sidelines of
the BRICS summit in March
end. The Chinese request was
“accommodated” though it was
the Indian prime minister’s
turn to go to Beijing.

Why then the sudden in-
cursion?

“Probably they wanted to
test the waters, see how India
reacts; could be an error of
judgement,” the source said,
adding that New Delhi - the
defence and diplomacy - han-
dled the matter “in a very ma-
ture way in accordance with the
April 2005 agreement” be-
tween the two countries to
maintain peace and tranquility
in the border area.

The Depsang area in Lada-
kh region is a very important
region, and the incursion was
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